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Benuzzi, Felice Picnic Mount Kenya 
Dutton. 1953. 238p. $3.75. 

After the Allied conquest Abyssinia 1941 the 
author this book, then Italian official Addis 
Ababa, was declared prisoner war and placed 
British P.O.W. camp Nanyuki East Africa, the 
foot Mount Kenya. The opening pages lead 
directly the heart prison life: the utter boredom 
and all the pathetic dodges escape it; the torture 
intimate association with the same people day 
night; and the total absence privacy. 
festers, tensions mount, and all dream escape which, 
this part the world, practically impossible. 


was against this sordid background that Benuzzi dis- 
covered the presence the mountain: ethereal 
mountain emerging from tossing sea clouds framed 
between two dark barracks—a massive blue-black tooth 
sheer rock inlaid with azure glaciers, austere yet 
floating fairy-like the near horizon. was the first 
17,000-foot peak had ever seen. For hours after- 
wards remained spellbound. had definitely fallen 
love.” 


escape from camp long enough climb this moun- 
tain, feel its contours beneath foot and hand, would 
know freedom, only briefly. The idea took hold 
him, became obsession. Boredom vanished. 
once more had meaning. infinite patience 
plans were laid, allies solicited, food hoarded and 
craftily All the intelligence hitherto bottled 
imposed idleness now flowered forth variety 
ingenious subterfuges and devices: ice-axe forged 
from hammer; climbing rope fashioned unravelling 
fifty tight knots from bed-net; stealthy night work 
accomplished the light oil lamp made with 
corned-beef tin; wicks made from rags old towel; 
picture Mount Kenya’s peaks obtained from the 
label can beef; bottle brandy distilled from 
pineapples illicit camp still; the acquisition and 
boiling forty eggs; the manufacture rope climbing 
shoes; the making crampons from odds and ends 
furtively stolen from dump; and the calculation 
ten days’ campaign for three men 2,000 calories per 
day per man. 

The escape Benuzzi from camp with his companions 
Giuan and Enzo; their close shaves with guards and the 
tisk death from prowling beasts (rhino, buffalo, lions, 
leopards, elephants, etc.); the rigors high altitude 
climbing which was considered severe test even for 
well-fed climbers with sound equipment and porters 


carry the loads; the onset snow storm crucial 
point which prevented them from reaching Batian, the 
summit, and which almost caused their deaths; their 
courage making the best attaining Lenana, 
secondary objective; the close shaves encountered while 
climbing difficult rock pitches glazed with ice; the even- 
tual return camp state exhaustion and starva- 
tion after 18-day ordeal; and the final satisfaction 
eluding the guards once more and creeping into their 
regular bunks last—all this makes gripping story 
and unusual one. 


The degree difficulty faced these three underfed, 
ill-equipped men more easily grasped one reads 
the pages devoted the history Mount Kenya’s dis- 
covery the last century (European scientists refused 
believe the statements early explorers that they 
had seen snow the equator); the first ascent Sir 
Halford Mackinder (he geopolitical fame) 1899; 
and the flattering attentions given this peak such 
storied climbers Eric Shipton, Wyn Harris and 
Tilman. have this volume good, straightfor- 
ward piece adventure writing that combines the 
thrills escape literature with those high climbing. 
generally recommended. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 
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Pottle, Frederick A,, editor 
Boswell the Grand Tour 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 19, 1953. 357p. $5.00. 


“Most men,” writes Wyndham Lewis, “display 
themselves the world carefully posed, like studio- 
photograph. Boswell carelessly exhibited X-ray 
film, and the world cannot forgive this crudeness.” 
the few years that have passed since Mr. Lewis laid out 
the for Boswell, public opinion, now posses- 
sion more ample documentation Boswell’s follies 
than ever before, has changed his favor. The sheer 
overwhelming frankness the man, the incredible 
sincerity this moral weathervane, the humility this 
braggart, the common sense this popinjay—all these, 
now generally revealed plump volumes journal, 
diary and letters, amount studio photograph after 
all. the volumes Boswell’s Private Papers thus 
far edited the Yale Editions this, the fourth, has the 
greatest intrinsic interest. Here the man’s strengths, 


more than his over-publicized weaknesses, are revealed 
and emphasized. 


have had Boswell vainly awaiting commission 
London (1762-1763), Boswell “pedantic” Holland 
(1763-1764). Now, the year again 1764, Baron Boswell 
Auchinleck, occasion styles himself, journeys 
through the states Germany, missing never duke’s 
margrave’s court, then, becoming philosopher, goes 
Motiers Switzerland dine with Rousseau and 
find mankind takes affection for once?” 
Boswell writes, contrasting his happy nature with that 
his dour father. Actually, Boswell worked long and 
hard liked. Everywhere goes ingratiates 
himself, with servants, with reigning princes, with liter- 
ary figures great and small. The full text his journey 
given here, supplemented appropriate places 
his letters, makes this plain. letter Dr. Johnson 
writes with lofty sentiment literally from Melanch- 
thon’s tomb. Other letters are given the editor 
show how carefully Boswell planned his campaigns, 
elaborately explaining his “merit” those would 
visit. present myself, wrote Rousseau, 
“as man singular merit, man with feeling 
heart, lively but melancholy spirit.” 


Boswell had four major campaigns 1764. Two 
failed, and two succeeded. schemed win the star 
the order Fidelity from the Margrave Baden 
(“I revere limited monarch”), but that was not be. 
plotted effect introduction Frederick the 
Great, but succeeded only seeing him from 
distance. But the campaigns with Rousseau and Vol- 
taire, the real monarchs the time, ended triumph. 
Both men came exposed Boswell’s singular 
merits; Rousseau had hear the “confessions” 
Scots gentleman ancient family whether would 
not. for Voltaire, the man feeling heart who 
when started out this journey “resolved maintain 
decent system mild Christianity” tried convert 
Europe’s chief sceptic into believing immortality; 
this two days! 

The Boswell the great Life Johnson often seems 
ridiculous person, filler-up awkward pauses with 
still more awkward provocations, but Boswell the 
Grand Tour, much earlier record, shows that the 
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greatest biographers knew what was about. 
was the pioneer (and who has equalled him?) 
modern portraiture; had make his subjects com- 
fortable and natural, went about his task in- 
venting the arts interview and portraiture. the 
present volume these arts have achieved their finest 


maturity. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


* * * 


Moody, Joseph N., editor 
Church and Society: Catholic Social and 


Political Thought and Movements, 1879-1950 
Arts, Inc., New York, 1953. 914p. $12.00. 


Father has enlisted the services twelve col- 
laborators turning out this monumental 
introductory part the papacy his own work, 
well one the chapters French social Catholi- 
cism. The chapter Christian trade unionism since 
World War was entrusted the competent hands 
Paul Vignaux, and member the 
Teachers’ Union. Other equally competent writers 
discuss social Catholicism Germany, Eastern Europe, 
and Latin America, England, and the United 
tates. 


addition the textual material, impressive list 
documents included. are given from 
pertinent authorities, going back far Suarez and 
Vitoria and including such contemporary names 
Pope Pius XII, Maritain, Goetz Briefs, Gilson and 
Mounier. Nearly eighty such documents are cited, 
buttressed further scholarly references appearing 
almost every page. the custom many modern 
books, deplorable seems many readers, these 
references are bunched the end chapters instead 
appearing the appropriate page citation. 

Critical comment upon such extensive work would 
impossible within the limits brief review. The 
reviewer was impressed the honest efforts portray 
history with complete objectivity. There glossing 
over the limitations Churchmen, for example, 
Spain, Latin America Hungary. Where the Church 
has been inordinately wealthy neglectful the social 
problem, this fact stated calmly and dispassionately. 


unfortunate that the part devoted American 
social Catholicism was limited Catholic contribu- 
tions the American labor movement. reader looks 
vain the index for such names the late Bishop 
Haas Monsignor John O’Grady. The era the con- 
troversial Fr. Charles Coughlin not mentioned, nor 


issued the Lib Universi 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, 
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Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
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separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin Aug. 
Time and Time Again Hilton Sept. 
Lord Vanity Shellabarger Nov. 
Too Late the Phalarope (IIb) Paton Sept. 
The High and the Mighty Gann May 
(Ila) Selinko Jan. 
The Lady Arlington (I) Kane Oct. 
The Female (IIb) Wellman Oct. 
The Unconquered (Ila) Williams Sept. 
Battle Cry (1V) Uris May 


Lindberg 
Maurois 
Sheen 
Holbrook 
Siemel 


Sept. 
Dec. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


The Spirit St. Louis 
Lélia 

Life Worth Living (Ila) 
The Age the Moguls (1) 
Tigrero! (Ila) 


are organizations such the Catholic Interracial Coun- 
cil the Association Catholic Trade Unionists given 
their proper place history. 


This limitation would less noticeable, had the other 
sections the book been less up-to-date their treat- 
ment. the present treatment stands, readers may 
receive the impression that American social Catholi- 
cism but pale and feeble child compared the 
giants Europe. While true that Catholic social 
thought and action here has been less extensive than 
has been many other countries, nonetheless there 
have been worthwhile developments, particularly since 


World War 


spite these limitations, the volume impres- 
sive work scholarship. should the library 
every school and university, well public 
libraries throughout the land. Students history and 
the social sciences likewise cannot afford with- 


out it. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Burnham, James, editor 

What Europe Thinks America 
Edited and with introduction James Burnham. Day 
Oct. 15, 1953. 222p. $3.50. 
The United States has tried help Europe reestablish 
herself after the calamitous destruction the last war. 
This aid has not been altogether altruistic. wanted 
strong, healthy Europe counterbalance Russia 
and communism. Yet only natural that ex- 
pected gratitude for the billions dollars furnished. 
Instead gratitude there has been often enough severe 
criticism our policies. few individuals are able 
profit from personal criticism. should not sur- 
prising that nations react much the same way. But 
constructive criticism just good for nations 
for individuals. 


James Burnham, the author The Managerial Revolu- 
tion and other thought-provoking books, asked some 
nine Europeans give their candid opinions about 
America and her foreign policy. These nine authors, 
recognized authorities their native lands but com- 
paratively unknown here, are all convinced anti-com- 


Burnham Wolfe 
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munists and consequently their ideas not follow the 
party-line. For that reason they not represent 
accurate cross-section Europe where communists still 
play not unimportant role. The title this collec- 
tion therefore not altogether justified. 


One the authors believes that America erred re- 
jecting General Gaulle and that the instability the 
contemporary French governments stems from this mis- 
take. Another laments our anti-immigration laws and 
the false impressions American movies. Our opposi- 
tion colonialism European powers contrasted 
with our own policies toward the negroes. want 
self-rule for all colonies, why not inaugurate 
some practical policies give self-rule the countries 
behind the Iron Curtain? Several authors mention the 
bad impression given the over-indulgent drinking 
and often irresponsible behavior our soldiers abroad. 


The excesses Senator McCarthy are also source 
irritation European intellectuals. Europe wants trade 
rather than aid and wishes that the United States 
would take some practical measures lower tariffs and 
buy more foreign products. Our diplomats, especially 
the top echelon, are mostly successful businessmen who 
have contributed financially the success the ruling 
administration. But they frequently have little 
knowledge training foreign affairs. their ignor- 
ance they occasionally make statements formulate 
policies which outrage the feelings the country where 
they are stationed. expert staff experienced for- 
eign service career men would help maintain more 
harmonious relations between the United States and 
Europe. 


These represent just few the ideas discussed this 
book. But the subject, important is, has limited 
appeal. Hence recommended chiefly those who 
have continuing interest foreign affairs. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Wolfe, Edgar 


Atlantic-Little, Brown. 


Widow Man 
Nov. 1953. 178p. $3.00. 


This miniature novel study raffish “goodness” 
the sentimental type found Cannery Row 
February Hill. 

Tom Way, one-legged and recently widowed denizen 
Quarry Hill Street, slum area southern town 
peopled equally negroes and whites, contemplated 
Tunesey Grayhill, across the street, for three four 
days. His contemplation runs from pure lust, accom- 
panied resolve never marry again, much less 
marry another “colored”—to final virtuous state 
expectant matrimony and the willingness work 
support the delightful Funesey and her three (by 
two vanished husbands) children. 


simple this, the story, nevertheless, manages 
reflect much the life the entire street and pre- 
sent full gallery expertly sketched characters. 


Moral the story is, its face value accepted, for 
professes the indefeasible doctrine that skin color 
significance estimating human worth. Moral 
also, accepting the fact that humans are not perfect, 
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and that Tom Way see man who appears 
doing the natural best that can. But definitely 
not “exerhplary novel.” 
intended for the reader far from childhood and 
even among discriminating adults its moral message 
apt reach only those who already accept the thesis 
and need not the salty coating the pill. 

Doris Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Hulme, Kathryn The Wild Place 
Atlantice-Little, Brown. Oct. 29, 1953. 275p. $3.75. 


One the most tragic consequences World War 
was the uprooting the people Eastern Europe. 
War’s end 1945 found seven million Displaced Per- 
sons scattered over the face Germany. The UNRRA 
promptly collected them special camps, and 
about one these camps Northeast Bavaria that 
Miss Hulme writes. great skill and sensitivity she 
has pictured the situation which these unfortunate 
people found themselves—homeless, strange land 
and dependent the charity strangers. Many had 
suffered shattering wartime experiences, yet few were 
without hope and courage. While Miss Hulme makes 
clear the tragedy and grandeur the D.P., her pages 
also constitute deserved tribute the many devoted 
people the UNRRA who worked unflaggingly 
solve the enormous administrative problems the Dis- 
placed Persons program and who simultaneously were 
able deal with least some their charges 
human level and personal terms. Her book re- 
quired reading. The Wild Place once grim re- 
minder the consequences modern war and 
monument the human spirit. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Hurok, Hurok Presents 
Hermitage. Oct. 30, 1953. 336p. $4.50. 


Many theatre-goer, lightly thumbing his program, has 
perhaps allowed his glance rest for brief moment 
the unobtrusive words “S. Hurok Presents.” These 
words now come into their own the title Mr. 
Hurok’s book memoirs and the reader made aware 
just what entailed when Mr. Hurok undertakes 
the task bringing before American audiences some 
the greatest artists music and the dance. This par- 
ticular book deals exclusively with that breathtakingly 
beautiful, semi-mysterious world the ballet—that 
world that the uninitiated seems inhabited 
race set apart, shadowy strange world which 19th 
century figurines move about stylized motions the 
loveliest music Tschaikowsky, Chopin, Stravinsky. 


Through the pages this book flit the names such 
legendary figures Pavlova, Michel and Vera Fokine, 
Argentinita and host others. The author tells 
the “ladies the Maryinsky” (who exemplified the 
the Russian Ballet its best) and traces the beginnings 
the Sadler’s Wells Ballet. gives his impressions 
Margot Fonteyn and Moira Shearer, two the 
brightest stars the dance world today, and writes 


Hulme Hurok Wechsler 
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length about Dame Ninette Valois, the remark- 
able woman who one the guiding geniuses Sad- 


ler’s Wells Ballet. 


Mr. Hurok was born Pogar, deep the Ukraine. 
There, the small town his birth and childhood 
drank that love dancing and music which 
characteristic his people, and which has motivated 
him throughout his life. early age migrated 
America, became citizen, and then proceeded 
set about introducing the world’s greatest performers 
his adopted country. was his desire build 
America ever-widening interest ballet. That 
has succeeded beyond his fondest dreams evidenced 
contrasting the appearance 1916 Pavlova among 
the elephants Dillingham’s Hippodrome, 
the ballet were adjunct circus, with the ap- 
pearance the Sadler’s Wells Ballet the Metro- 
politan Opera House 1953, when hundreds people 
had turned away. Ballet has definitely arrived 
America. 


Mr. Hurok has set down details what ballets were 
presented when and where; indicates some the 
financial worries that beset impresarios and describes 
difficulties brought about when artistic temperaments 
clash. Through all see Mr. Hurok—calm, effi- 
cient, devoted his idea bring the best art 
America. Though gratified the awakening in- 
terest music and the dance, ends his book de- 
ploring the fact that the arts America depend mainly 
wealthy patrons. believes that the arts should 
subsidized the government, provided the govern- 
ment does not dictate policies nor interfere any way 
with creativeness. show that can done 
tells how such state affairs accomplished Eng- 
land and describes the organization the British Art 
Council. 


The book interesting read. There are, besides, 
number excellent photographs famous dancers 
well scenes from ballets. Hurok Presents may 
recommended all interested theatre and ballet. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Wechsler, James The Age Suspicion 
Random House. Nov. 13, 1953. 333p. $3.75. 

James Wechsler, Editor the New York Post, 
called Washington appear before Senator Joseph 
McCarthy Wisconsin. There quite verbal to-do 
between the young Mr. Wechsler and the junior Sena- 
tor. Both parties acquitted themselves admirably and 
Mr. Wechsler, after two lengthy sessions, excused but 
leaves with very red face. Not that anything really 
“red” was uncovered the gentleman’s present life 
and doings for that matter over almost twenty year 
period—but Wechsler was mad, ripping mad. had 
never been able see the Senator from Wisconsin any- 
way and for considerable time had flailed away him 
the New York Post. Now pops that some books 
which James Wechsler had written some years back 
had appeared library shelves Government 
controlled parts Europe. These books had been 
printed Government expense. Two them were 
pro-communist—and two anti. The fact that Wechs- 
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ler’s books appeared and that Wechsler had been 
commie was all that McCarthy needed summon the 
gentleman for bit uncomfortable questioning 
Washington. McCarthy has had his day.. This book— 
The Age Suspicion—is Wechsler’s next move. 


Wechsler’s job first The lad talented 
writer and this volume his best. 
and seems the word use regarding anyone 
who has ever been confessed commie—to have ex- 
plained his position forthrightly. Quite naturally, since 
this book political “apologia” and since Wechsler 
writing craftsman, the arrangement maiter, the 
use moderate rhetoric and good dash human 
appeal have all been blended argument vindi- 
cation. There is, however, nothing cstentatious about 
all this. The youngsters are mentioned the proper 
time and place—the two them—and then Nancy, 
his wife, literally dragged through the pages and this 
does harm for she benefits bit “political 
washing” too. 


Throughout Wechsler likes stress his youth his 
political “sinning” and clamors for judgment the 
“whole” man. The high-spots the autobiography, 
writing and interest, strike this reviewer first, 
young Wechsler’s Columbia days and his Communist 
Young League (CYL) affiliation. memory serves 
right, even those early days looked upon Eleanor 
Roosevelt for her part the CYL “pink.” Wechs- 
ler admits that moment came for 
her. Strange, but even the beginning those days 
could have assured her and him Another 
fascinating bit this book the telling Wechsler’s 
experiences traveling with Wallace and the Progressives. 
real close-up revelation. Naturally, the piece 
resistance Wechsler’s personal encounter with the 
junior Senator from Wisconsin. Wechsler was held off 
and just couldn’t get his toe first base! His plea for 
freedom the press seemed affect nobody particu- 
larly. want free press but also responsible 
press and American press. 


Wechsler understands Wechsler perfectly well. But 
Wechsler cannot seem understand the rest who 
were never Wechslers—even youth. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Darke, Bob Cockney Communist 
Day. Oct. 23, 1953. 190p. $3.00. 


have here different type story told former 
Communist. Bob Darke London bus conductor. 
Communist, was only the lowest levels 
the Party. was not privy high-level decisions, 
nor did engage espionage lurid international 
intrigue. Other Communists writes about are like- 
wise ordinary members. Officialdom them means 
only the next higher officer who gives out orders and 


conducts trials leading the expulsion 
those who deviate from the accepted line. 


The limitation this volume adds rather than de- 
tracts from its value. can see why ordinary workers 
join the Communist Party and how gradually absorbs 
their complete time, energies, and surplus funds. The 
author explains how combination loyalty and fear 


Darke Ricciotti 
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keeps member the Party, even after has serious 
doubts about its workings. Finally, shows how Com- 
munists find easy take over trade unions. Even 
handful can control thousands ordinary, untrained 
union workers, unless the opposition the Party 
equally vigilant and resourceful. 


Readers interested the “feel” the Communist 
movement and the psychology ordinary members, 
well the power-politics workings the Party, will 
find this rewarding study. 

John Cronin, S.S., 


Washington, 


Ricciotti, Giuseppe Paul the Apostle 
Bruce. Nov. 18, 1953. 540p. $7.50. 


happy coincidence that this review Paul che 
Apostle being completed the feast St. Francis 
Xavier. These two saints were primarily missionaries, 
the greatest that the Catholic Church has ever had. 
Their literary works were subordinate the preaching 
the Gospel. 


The author, Father Giuseppe Ricciotti, begins with 
description all the that St. Paul visited 
and many them himself was also privileged see. 
Names like Iconium, Derbe and Philippi take new 
life and meaning when seen their proper geographical 
background. This followed account the 
cultural, intellectual and religious ideas that were cur- 
rent the time the apostle and which had un- 
doubted influence upon his character and spiritual for- 
mation. explains the primary source-materials for 
this biography and successfully refutes the rationalists 
who have denied their authenticity. Next draws 
chronology St. Paul’s life and then passes 
discuss his literary style, his physical appearance, his 
health and the extraordinary gifts, such prophecy 
and healing, that are characteristic feature early 
Christianity. Altogther this preliminary section takes 
179 pages more than one-third the text. 
does not explain the theological doctrine St. Paul 
since this would require separate volume, and besides 
there are many excellent commentaries this subject. 


Father Ricciotti traces the life St. Paul from his birth 
Tarsus until his martyrdom Rome. For the 
apostle’s early years relies mainly the knowledge 
Jewish life and customs that acquired from his 
earlier works. surer ground when can 
appeal the fourteen epistles St. Paul and the 
account his conversion and missionary journeys that 
his companion, St. Luke, was inspired write. The 
author also familiar with the literature about the last 
period St. Paul’s life and shows admirable skill 
separating the wheat from the chaff the legends 
that have grown about the Apostle the Gentiles. 


This splendid biography and will certainly enhance 
the reputation that the author secured learned circles 
his life Christ and history the Jewish people. 
The closing section, which calls Summary 
Glance,” the finest account the life and influence 
St. Paul that the reviewer has ever read. There 
general index well index all the Scriptural 
quotations the text. This book contains some excel- 
lent pictures St. Paul from the early centuries, the 
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places that visited, and also about many interesting 
subjects, such Christian life and worship, that are 
found the walls the catacombs. Since this book 
mainly for students hoped that there will 
also popular edition the author has already 
done for his life Christ. Alba Zizzamia, who has 
made most the Italian works Father Ricciotti 
familiar English readers, deserves the highest praise 
for excellent translation. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 


Stong, Phil Return August 
Doubleday. Oct. 15, 1953. 256p. $3.00. 

There childish song, not easy forget, about “little 
piggies” one which went market while one stayed 
home; one which had roast beef while another had 
none. Phil Stong sent one piggy market 1932 
and the piggy had most successful trip: Return 
August the piggy that should have stayed home. 
1932, there was plenty roast beef for “Blue Boy” and 
State Fair; Return August likely hungry. 


confounding see how what was once the charm 
and rural naiveté Phil Stong has turned into some- 
thing effectedly coy and shoddily sophisticated. Return 
August seems unconvincing and unconvinced re- 
hash the American provinces series wooden 
figures who mouth mid-Western slang and Arcadian 
aphorisms with about much enthusiasm run- 
down mechanical piano. scarcely worth busy 
reader’s time try unravel such involutions 
“They left room for the habited movements people 
accustomed wide spaces for their gestures, those 
one knows wops are bottomless.” 

The only suspense the entire volume the concern 
about the repetition seduction. Anyone who remem- 
bers the late State Fair will wait see whether Margy’s 
daughter follows her mother’s footsteps yielding 
newspaper man from Brooklyn whether Margy 
will remain true form. good able report 
that the daughter more virtuous than the mother. 
August ends, Margy and Pat are making for the same 
covert the bracken that witnessed their 1932 liaison. 
Surely this the longest interrupted amatory infraction 
the Ten Commandments record! 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Blanshard, Paul The Irish and Catholic Power 
Beacon Press. Nov. 16, 1953. 375p. $3.50. 


This the third volume the Anglo-Irish-American- 
Protestant Paul Blanshard’s study the menace that 
conceives Catholicism be. The defense the 
world against the Catholic conspiracy now seen 
simpler matter than the earlier volumes indicated, 
since only the extermination the Irish (and all per- 
mutations and combinations thereof) involved—for 
“the struggle with [the Irish Catholic bishops] world 


Stong Blanshard 


Best SELLERS 


wide,” and this sinister bloc conquered, freedom 
will have chance the world. the two earlier 
books the “foreign” nature Catholicism was pointed 
frequent references the domination the 
Church Italian clerics; now appears that they 
themselves are the helpless and hapless victims 
Celtic cabal. 


The Mr. Blanshard 
(one must call him this, for there escaping, his 
own terminology, one’s responsibility acknowledge 
racial origins, however ancient, and religious affiliation 
which always carries pejorative connotation) states 
his purpose convincingly, usual. examine 
this book the Republic Eire the light the co- 
operation between Church and State that there exists, 
way warning Americans about the terrible fate 
that theirs Catholicism ever has its devious political 
way this country. There are the usual disclaimers 
desire attack the Catholic religion such, for “it 
considered bad taste criticize purely religious insti- 
tutions for their devotional activity.” (Morality, 
course, non-devotional, that not bad taste 
refer the “moral childhood” the Irish, “systema- 
tically cultivated the priests,” nor add that “The 
devices which the Catholic priests use keep the Irish 
people state moral childhood are not unlike the 
devices which priests use elsewhere.” Again “The 
moral immaturity Irish people begins with the moral 
immaturity their priests they themselves are 
treated like children their bishops end, turn, they 
treat their parishioners the same manner.”) 


There point belaboring again the fact that 
impossible for the Anglo Irish American Protestant 
Blanshard understand the fundamental difference 
between Church founded God not subject 
written Constitution, and 20th century State. 
have here again the same frothings the mouth that 
characterize the other books over the Church’s insist- 
ence marriage and the rearing and education chil- 
dren being within her province. ignorant, fact, 
are the poor Irish the theology democracy that 
“they declare that the success civilization 
judged its adherence God’s laws.” Indeed, they 
further, and contend “that the rescue Catholic 
soul heaven far more important than the rescue 
human being from the protracted agony un- 
happy home earth.” But this the price one pays 
for taking one’s moral system from Mount Sinai rather 
than from Bloomington, Indiana, where the Tables 
the Law are replaced IBM machines, and Thou shalt 


The publishers, daring gesture, have attached 
the dust jacket this book coupon which, after an- 
nouncing that “This book has been rigorously checked 
for factual accuracy,” promises free copy any pam- 
phlet which may subsequently required correct 
substantive errors that may have slipped by. Here are 
some candidates for such pamphlet: 


69. The Church America not denied the right 
hold Plenary Councils, and has, fact, held three, 
later quotations the book indicate. Although 
true that the Pope does not appoint Primate 
America, primatial rights are accorded the Archbishop 
Baltimore. 
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124. The second the Ten Commandments not 
eliminated from the Catechism used Irish schools 
(or any other Catholic school) because “it conflicts 
with some the practices the Church.” The matter 
what given the second Commandment the 
Protestant enumeration fully covered thou 
shalt not have strange gods before difficult 
understand Mr. Blanshard’s delighted surprise that 
Catholicism makes different sins out coveting one’s 
neighbor’s wife and coveting his goods. would seem 
that the women America have good reason an- 
noyed with one who would reduce them the status 
chattels. 


68. The Irish bishops did not vote against Papal In- 
fallibility member the Vatican Council 
fact, denied the existence thereof, though some dele- 
gates questioned the opportuneness the pronounce- 
ment; fact, was Cardinal Cullen, dean the Irish 
hierarchy, who was largely responsible for formulating 
the Infallibility decree. 


164. son mixed marriage who wishes be- 
come priest way prohibited from doing 
“until has won the non-Catholic parent over the 
Faith,” nor does Canon 981, which Blanshard gives 
his source, have anything with this. Canon 987 
mentions simple impediment Holy Orders, non- 
Catholic parents, but from this the Bishop can easily 
dispense, and there mention conversion the 
parents pre-requisite. 


What Garrod calls “the fatal facility prolix 
imagination” responsible for many other howlers, 
list which could easily expanded pamphlet 
form; so, e.g., mixed marriage [is] device for pro- 
selyting unborn children” (p. 165); “Once priest, al- 
ways priest—that the Irish rule” (p. 169); moral 
theologians are criticized because “nothing left the 
moral imagination”; [Commonweal’s} “editors are con- 
stantly dancing tight rope over the gulf excom- 
munication” (p. 324); finally men and women 
who try Catholic, Irish, and American the 
same time must develop kind moral schizophrenia 
order reconcile their real love democracy with 
papal dictatorship.” (p. 327). 


Since the Irish are vanishing race, new book tells 
us, the world’s danger probably not great, after all. 
More worth worrying about the mentality which 
makes theology democracy and has not yet heard 
the God Isaias Jeremias the Psalms, nor 
learned that His laws are not alterable popular 


referendum. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic America, 
Washington 17, 
Graham, Billy Peace with God 


Doubleday. Nov. 19, 1953. 222p. $2.50. 


The popular, free-lance evangelist Billy Graham has 
written book and entitled it: Peace with God. The 
book series serious essays dealing with man’s 
search for God and man’s finding Him Jesus Christ 
faith and repentance. Typically Protestant re- 
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plete with free and personal interpretations both 
Testaments. Every man, more less law unto him- 
self long holds the Lord Jesus! Denomi- 
nationalism carefully avoided and one hurt. 


The author tells that wrote his book “for the 
man the street.” rules out philosophers and 
theologians. for style—Billy hit “the man the 
street” arrow hits bull’s-eye. for his mes- 
sage only “the man the street,” the fellow with 
nothing, conceivably might profit perusal. Religious 
shelves carry hundreds better and more worthwhile 
volumes, there good reason recommend 
Billy Graham’s evangelistic effort. 


Meighan, 
New York New York 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $4.00 ($4.50 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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Willard, The Wire God, 58. June 15, 1953. IIb 

The Unconquered, 99. Sept. 1953. 

Apr. 15, 1953. 

Wilson, Look Who’s Abroad Now, 146. Nov. 
1953. IIb 

Winsnes, Sigrid Undset: Study Christian 
Realism, 26. May 1953. Ila 

Wodehouse, and Bolton, Bring the Girls, 
162. Dec. 1953. Ila 

Wolfe, Widow Man, 167. Dec. 15, 1953. IIb 

Wolfe, Yankee Ships, 31. May IIb 

Wolle, The Bonanza 95. ‘Aug. 15, 1953. 


IIa 

Woodring, Talk Sense About Our Schools, 
133. Oct. 15, 1953. 

Woods, Treasury Catholic Thinking, 163. 
Dec. 1953. 

Wright, The Outsider, 24. May 
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Wu, The Interior Carmel, Apr. 1953. 
Newman Symposium, 66. July 
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Yates, Hue and Cry, 120. Oct. 1953. 

Yerby, The Devil’s Laughter, 128. Oct. 15, 
1953. 

Young, Undersea Patrol, 154. Nov. 15, 1953. 

Zilahy, The Angry Angel, 26. May 1953. 

Zimmern, The American Road World Peace, 
27. May 1953. 


REPRINTS 


Adams, Canal Town, 125. Oct. 1953. III 

Allen, Bedford Village, 90. Aug. 1953. IIb 

Bonner, Summer Rome, 72. July 1953. IIb 

Brooks, The Producer, Apr. 15, 1953. 

Buck, God’s Men, 126. Oct. 


Carnegie, How Stop Worrying and Start Living, 
125. Oct. 1953. 

Cassirier, Essay Man, 72. July 1953. 

Overdose Death, 44. May 15, 
1953. 

Christie, The Boomerang Clue, Apr. 15, 
1953. IIb 

Cody, The Witching Hour, 72. July 1953. IIb 

Conrad, Matador, 126. Oct. 1953. IIb 

Davidson, and Doherty, Captain Marooner, 
158. Nov. 15, 1953. Ila 

Davis, The Ragged Ones, 82. July 15, 1953. IIb 

Hartog, Stella, 126. Oct. 1953. 

Hartog, The Sea, 126. Oct. 1953. Ila 


Index 


Best SELLERS 


Maurier, The King’s General, 72. July 
1953. 

Duncan, Gus the Great, 54. June 1953. IIb 

Fletcher, Toil the Brave, 22. Apr. 15, 1953. 

Fosdick, The Man from Nazareth Was Seen 
the People His Time, 104. Sept. 1953. 

Gallico, Trial Terror, 125. Oct. 1953. 

Hemingway, Across the River and Into the Trees, 
72. July 1953. IIb 

Jonas, Jefferson Selleck, 72. July 1953. 

Venture the East, Apr. 15, 


Lincoln, Out from Eden, 82. July 15, 1953. 
Lofts, Silver Nutmeg, Apr. 15, 1953. IIb 
Lyons, Front Office, 90. Aug. 1953. 
McNeilly, Matthew Steel, 125. Oct. 1953. 
Marshall, The Infinite Woman, Apr. 15, 
1953. 

Mason, Eagle the Sky, 125. Oct. 1953. IIb 
Moore, Candlemas Bay, 90. Aug. 1953. IIb 
The Swimming Pool, 81. July 15, 
East Side General, Apr. 15, 1953. 


Stone, Immortal Wife, 81. July 15, 1953. 

Taylor, Socrates, the Man and His Thoughts, 81. 
July 15, 1953. 

Tebbel, with Fire, 72. July 1953. IIb 

Thane, Yankee Stranger, 136. Oct. 15, 1953. 

The Iron Mistress, 90. Aug. 1953. 


Wells, The War the Worlds, 90. Aug. 


1953. Ila 
Yerby, Floodtide, 54. June 1953. 
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